
municipal building be used
as a forum for both sides to
debate.

Deputy Mayor Harry
Shortway made a motion for
the municipal building to be
used for an information 
session, which Seufert 
seconded.

After it was decided that

the forum should take place
in a larger location than 
the municipal building,
Shortway, Seufert and
Councilman Richard Carson
voted to approve the action.
Rinker voted against.
Councilman Michael Pier
was absent from the 
meeting.

Another decision at the
meeting caused a divide in
the council. There was one
open position on the
Environmental Commission,

to which Rinker nominated
Kevin Whitehead, the owner
of Outkast Sports on state
Route 94.

Shortway and Seufert said
Craig Benda, who ran
against Rinker in last
November’s election, should
be considered. Benda had
applied for a position on the
Land Use Board in March,
but was rejected in favor of
Paladini.

In response, Rinker read a
prepared statement in which

she claimed Benda had post-
ed “slanderous material”
about her and Paladini on his
website, www.craigbenda.
com.

Ultimately, the council
voted to appoint Whitehead
to the commission, with
Shortway casting the only
vote for Benda.

New Township Manager
Gerald Giaimis is planning
the upcoming forum on the
change in government ques-
tion. No date has been set.
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the dam is repaired, “any
number of lots may become
merged, subdivided or other-
wise altered,” the handout
said.

If the number of proper-
ties in the middle tier were
at 225, those property own-
ers would be required to pay
$84.70 per year. If the num-
ber of properties in the outer
tier winds up being 436, then
those residents will pay
$24.98 per year, the handout
said.

All figures are based on a
$1 million loan to be repaid
over a 20-year period with 2
percent interest.

According to another
statement released
Thursday by township offi-
cials, the Township
Committee would be open to
considering whether all of
Wantage should pay for the
repair, but there has been no
evidence to support such a
conclusion.

“The problem is, if it went
on the ballot, I seriously
doubt it would go through,”
said Committeeman Bill
DeBoer. “Most people in the
town don’t even know where
Lake Neepaulin is, so why
would they want to get
involved?”

Township Administrator
Jim Doherty said the dead-
line for a question to appear
on this November’s ballot
has already passed.
Additionally, it would be con-
sidered a non-binding refer-
endum, meaning the govern-
ing body could consider the
outcome of the vote, but
would not be required by law
to accept it.

DeBoer said such a sce-
nario would be less likely to
hold up should it be chal-
lenged in court by residents
who live miles from the lake.

In July, Superior Court
Judge B. Theodore
Bozonelis ruled that
Wantage Township could not
back out of its decision to co-
sign the loan agreement
with FOLN. He ordered both
sides to work together to
determine how to repay the
loan.

“I think we did the right
thing. I think we did what we
had to do. There really isn’t a
right decision. Whichever
way we would have went, we
would have had people that
were not happy,” DeBoer
said. “For the sake of the
community and all of
Wantage Township, I
thought that this was the
right thing to do, and now we
have to move ahead.”

Vernon
Continued from Page A1

Wantage
Continued from Page A1

$112M to help struggling homeowners
TRENTON (AP) — New Jersey has been awarded $112

million in federal funding to help struggling homeowners
facing foreclosure.

The award was announced by Gov. Chris Christie’s admin-
istration Thursday.

Starting in 2011, unemployed and underemployed home-
owners can apply for help through the New Jersey Home
Keeper program.

The program will provide a zero percent interest rate and
deferred-payment mortgage loans to homeowners in danger
of losing their homes through no fault of their own.


